The algorithm addresses the problem ofdiagnosis in a patient whose presentation may range from unsteadiness of gait, through minor clumsiness with, for example, crockery, to a distinct inability to perform fine motor tasks smoothly and efficiently. Some possible underlying problems, such as dizziness or tremor, are dealt with elsewhere in this series. In view of the increasing prevalence of alcohol abuse, acute and chronic disorders related to alcohol consumption and presenting with incoordination are increasingly likely to be met. Drug treatment is also a potentially common cause, particularly with the vast quantities of long acting benzodiazepine hypnotics, such as nitrazepam and flurazepam, prescribed to elderly Royal Infirmary, Aberdeen AB9 2ZB KENNETH C McHARDY, MB, MRcP, medical registrar people. With its propensity to affect the cerebellum and its connections the features ofmultiple sclerosis should also be sought. Finally, previously undetected myxoedema, which occasionally presents with incoordination as a major symptom, is rewarding to diagnose and treat.
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